Untoucha.ble

My nome is Hiresh. 1 am £ifteen
years o ond live in the villoge of
® Poliyod in western Indio. People soy 1
om on ‘untouchable,’ o dirty, “polluted’
person. Yet 1 do wot hove o cholce 0F
what T  om. My porents  ore

B intouchobles, os  wmy  grondporents,
ounds, wncles, sisters, brothers ond cOusing. People here ore born
into their roles. Tjoudh antouchobility wos outlawed in Indlo in
1950, & still exists n smoll remote villogges. 1 wont to tell you
about the coste system ond how it affects people \ike me.

Since onclent times when Aryons ruled, peO\)\c in Indion <ociely

Wove been ronked in costes. At the heort of the oncient culture
wos the Weo thal the conguerors were superior 10 thelr subjects.
Aéter the \ighter-<Kinned Aryons tookK over Tndio, they \ooKed
down on the dorker sKinned nolive people. However sKin color was
only ong foctor in this soclol system. Veople were divided into
five main castes, or joit. Over o long time the system become
more ond more complicoted with thouwsonds of dif€erent divisions
within eoch joll ond very complex rules for gach. Vo make U
gosier 10 understond, 1T will just exploin the €ive main cosles.

hke estoblished, the Brohmons, or priests, were the highest
costes. Below them, the Keholriya were the worriors ond rulers
of The time. In the third cocte were the volshyos, the
merchonts, troders, ond skilled workers, including  farmers. Vhe
cervonts ond laborers were colled sudros these were the dork-
sKinned nafive people and hod very few rghte in sociely. Finolly,
even below the lowest coste, untouchobles \like me were sloves,
priconers of wor, criminals, ond other owtcosts of Indion sociely.
Todoy costes remoin but ore dif€erent ond mostly not as strict.

Still, the \ie of om antouchable ts terrible. Since the coste
system begon, we hove wever been treoted os humons. And we do
the jobs no one else will everything from cleaning sireets ond
cewers 10 hondling dead bodies. Even today in wmy villoge, we ore
treoted \ike beasts. At the tea stolls we hove 10 drink £rom
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_seporole cups from  everyone clce. Ours ore chipped ond dirty.
When we finich, we cleon Owr Own cups, while everyone else just
honds them bock to the vendor. Other people will wot even ol
€00 thot has been touched by us.

" We hove to wolk as for os 20 minules owoy 0 et our
 woler ond corry U bock to our homes becouse we ore wob
ollowed 1o use the villoge tops. We ore not ollowed inside the
temples, ond tn sohool untouchable Jhildren hove o st just
ouleide the clossroom door ond listen. Thic s why wmost
antouchables connot read or write. 1 am lucky to be smort so 1
con, but T wos stil sod thot 1 could wot ploy sOccer with the
other children n school. Untouchobles were wot. ollowed to touch
the bol, o my friends ond I ployed Jomes with stones.

ke 1 hove <aid, the constitution writlen in 1950 wode
antouchability tlegol. St there ore ool codes in wmy villoge
ond others thol Keep ws in our low place. Where 1 \ive, whenever
antouchables ore nearing others, i is required thot we Must top
sticks together. 1 is o they will Know we ore coming ond com
ovold we. T hove heord thot in some villoges, untouchobles must
stoy ol least 65 feet awoy from Brohmons or be orrested!

Fyen hwere we ore ofraid of police ond other awthorities. 1€ on
wntouchable accuses someong of another coste o o crime, [ AW
wnlikely thot the police will even record it. Bul violence ogolnst
ws s common, yeb rorely reported. I'm cure yow understond why.

You moy o<k, though, since there ore il mony untouchobles,
why we would occepl This treotment. 1 suppose port of the reo.son
ic Thot we ore tought thol eoch jolt has its own dhormo, our
Julies 10 €ulfill. Were it wot for us, the jobs we do for soclely
would not be done. They ore bod jobs, bul needed. dust os the
volshyos ore needed 10 run businesses, we Mmust pick up trosh.
Our coste determings our \ves: where we live, Wwho we Warry, our
work, frignds, ond even whom we con ¢ol o meol with! Vherefore
T suppose 1t could greofly wpsel society £ oll of the lobels and
requirgments were removed. And of course, we belleve our oclions
on corlh in this e determing the quolity of our wext \i€e. This
meons thot if our belief is frue, we must for some reo.con
Jeserve the misery in owr lives right wow.
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What are five things you learned about the caste system from
Hiresh’s story?

What points does Hiresh make that support the existence of the caste system?
Do you agree or disagree, and why?

Do you think the caste system can ever be truly abolished? If so, how? If not,
why not?
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