
Chapter 3 Section 4 Guided Notes 

Chapter 3 Section 4: Rise of Civilization in China 

Lesson Objectives  

43. Understand how geography influenced early Chinese civilization.  

44. Analyze how Chinese culture took shape under the Shang and Zhou dynasties.  

45. Describe the religions and belief systems that developed in China. (Daoism vs. Confucianism)  

46. List some achievements made in early China.  

 

43. Understand how geography influenced early Chinese civilization.  

Geographic _____________________ 

 West and Southwest- __________________________. (Tian Shan and Himalayas)  

 Southeast- thick __________________________. (Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia)  

 North- the ________________________________.  

 East- ___________________________________. 

Varied Regions  

 River ___________________ 

 Xinjiang and ____________________________- harsh climates and inhabited by _______________. (constantly 

attacked the Chinese living in the river valleys) 

River Valleys  

 Huang River- "____________________________"- first Chinese civilization. 

 

44. Analyze how Chinese culture took shape under the Shang and Zhou dynasties.  

Shang Dynasty  

 First ________________________ in China.  

 Ruled for about __________________ years.  

 Were overthrown by the __________________ Dynasty around 1122 B.C. 

Zhou Dynasty 

 The Zhou Dynasty _______________________ their overthrow of the Shang by promoting the idea of...  

 ________________________________- divine right to rule. 

 

 



Use the diagram in the vodcast to help you fill in the missing parts of the “Dynastic Cycle” chart below.   

  

45. Describe the religions and belief systems that developed in China. (Daoism vs Confucianism)  

Confucianism 

 _____________________ was a wise teacher that developed a ______________________ instead of a religion.  

 Focused on social _____________________ and good government.  

 The Five Relationships  

1. Ruler to ___________________  

2. Parent to __________________ 

3. Husband to ________________ 

4. Older Brother to _______________________ 

5. Friend to _____________________ 

 Everyone has duties and ______________________________.  

 Correct behavior would bring order and ________________________.  

 Rulers were expected to be ______________________.  

 In return they were given _____________________________________ by their subjects.  

Taoism/Daoism 

 Harmony in __________________ 

 DID NOT care about _____________________________.  



 Believed that government was the cause of most of the world's problems. It was "____________________".  

46. List some achievements made in early China. 

Early Chinese Achievements 

 ____________________ 

 _____________________________ 

 _____________________ 


